September 2011 notes
Notes from the AAUW Honolulu Branch President Fall 2011,
Aloha all, it has been a very busy past few months.  Thank you to those of you that continued to do service for our branch over the summer.  It started with Joanna going to Washington D.C. for the big biannual conference and has not slowed down a bit.  Now we are in planning for the AAUW 130th Birthday bash.
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So to recap, after conference Joanna hosted a strategic planning meeting that was attended by about 12 members and we even had the Diamond Head Branch with us for a while.  Joanna put the plan together and sent it out and briefed it at the September Ice cream social.
At the Ice cream social we also did a survey and discovered some new talents along with new members that we are very excited to engage. The ladies are full of energy and ideas! So speaking of members we are growing.
We have had some new members and all 10 of our scholarship awardees joined as Student Affiliates.  A special thank you to them and we look forward to their participation. And Speaking of Scholarships that went well too.
We gave out almost $20,000.00 in scholarships this year and we hear many are looking for the applications for next year.  We are in the process of updating the application process and hope to have it on our new web page by the early part of 2012.  That brings me to our web page.
After much …AAUW headquarters took the web page in house and we went live in August.  Our web page is :  http://honolulu-hi.aauw.net/  Please log on often so it can move its way up the chain.  Our web page is also keeping a pretty good calendar and we hope to add information often.
Well that brings us around the the November and December programs.  AAUW will celebrate our 130th Anniversary on November 28, 2011. To honor this auspicious occasion, we are declaring November National AAUW Month! Each November, we will host a nationwide Cocktails and Convos night by inviting all of our branches to host their own event — on the same evening — at a popular restaurant in their area. This year, the nationwide Cocktails and Convos event will be held on Tuesday, November 8, approximately one year before the 2012 presidential elections. The focus of the evening will be AAUW's new My Vote campaign, with special emphasis on prompting young women to register to vote.
We have created a Cocktails and Convos Program in a Box, which gives you a basic format to follow. We also recommend that you have a guest speaker or panel; however, branches are encouraged to customize the event for their own community.
 
Be sure to share photos and videos of your branch's anniversary Cocktails and Convos celebration on your website and with us. Let's make this an event to remember!  We are not exactly sure of our program other than we are joining with AARP. Women face significant challenges living independently as they age.  AARP’s Decide. Create. Share.SM campaign is designed to help women in their 40s, 50s, and 60s take steps today to prepare for a safe, healthy and secure tomorrow.  AARP will be providing the refreshments for our meeting in November.
Decide what kind of future you envision for yourself.
Create a plan that will help you achieve those goals.
Share that plan with the important people in your life.
 
AAUW Partners with AARP on Long-Term Care planning Campaign.  For more information go to: http://www.aauw.org/about/LTCprogram.cfm
Then from that meeting get ready for the joint Honolulu Diamond Head Christmas party. Champagne Brunch Location: Laulima House Description: December Champagne Brunch 9:00am-11:00am Date: 2011-12-17 This will be a joint AAUW social event for all the Branches on island. This event will also have collections for the Women’s and Children’s Abuse Center.
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